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Early Scouting in King 
County & Formation of the 

Chief Seattle Council

April 18, 1911; December 8, 1916; October 28, 1919



Reginald Parsons (1873-1955).

Courtesy Chief Seattle Council, Boy Scouts of America

William D. Boyce (1858-1929)

founder of Boy Scouts of America in 1910



Marion Street from Second Avenue, 

Seattle, King County, WA, Sept. 1917. The 

Boy Scout Headquarters is visible in the 

lower right corner. The first BSA HQ was 

at 2nd and Columbia in May 1911.



Boy Scouts practicing artificial 

respiration on a sandy beach, 

Seattle, King County, WA area, ca. 

1916.



World War I poster and BSA scout, 1918.

WSHS Collection.

Boy Scout handbook, 1959. WSHS Collection.



Seattle Troop No. 4
June 15, 1916

Scoutmaster Floyd Oles



BSA Troop 4 Seattle charter, June 15, 1916. 

WSHS Collection.

Floyd Oles, Scoutmaster, Troop 4, ca. 1936. 

WSHS Collection.



(L) BSA Troop 4 Seattle membership application for John Doe; (R) Joining the Scouts pamphlet.

WSHS Collection.



BSA Troop 4, ca. 1924. 

WSHS Collection.



14th Annual Boy Scout Circus, ca. 1930. 

WSHS Collection.

“Scribble” newsletter for Troop 4, December 1, 1939. 

WSHS Collection.



“Welcome” song and “Hiking” songs, Troop 4. 

WSHS Collection.

Snow Lake hike, October 1937, Troop 4 – List of 14 Scouts 

WSHS Collection.



Boy Scouts at Silver Peak winter outing, 1936, BSA Troop 4.

WSHS Collection.



Boy Scouts resting at the base of Red Mountain (undated 

photo), BSA Troop 4.

WSHS Collection.

Goslow Hike details, Troop 4, April 5, 1941.



Meeting notes, Troop 4, February 28, 

1941. WSHS Collection.



“Blackout” bulletin for Air Warden Duty, February 20, 1941. WSHS Collection.



Camp Parsons
Jefferson County

Oldest continuing BSA Camp 
in the United States

April 15, 1919



Reginald H. Parsons, Seattle Chamber of Commerce president 

(1873-1955).

Major Edward Sturgis Ingraham, first superintendent of the 

Seattle Public Schools (1852-1926)





An early advertisement for the 

Boy Scouts of America and its 

camping program.

Camp Parsons Museum.



BSA uniform, 1919.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Early Scoutmaster staff at Camp 

Parsons, 1920. The mules “Jack” 

and “Jim” also pictured.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Approximately 100 Scouts 

attended the first summer at 

Camp Parsons, June-August 

1919.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Ferries were the main transportation to and from Camp 

Parsons between 1919 and 1950. This photo shows the 

steamer KINGSTON unloading Scouts at a pier, 1930.

Camp Parsons Museum.

Two Scouts from Troop 326 on board ship en

route to Camp Parsons, 1941.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Post card from Scout Charlie 

Harris to his parents in Seattle, d. 

August 5, 1919.

Camp Parsons Museum.



The Trading Post at Camp 

Parsons, aka “Fort Duckabush” 

ca. 1926.

Camp Parsons Museum.



“Whale Boat” crew races, 1922.

Camp Parsons Museum.

Beach swimming on visitors’ day, 

1939. Note handwritten sign 

“Please no ladies.”

Camp Parsons Museum.



Cub Scouts eating in Dining Hall, ca. 1938. Part of 

Camp Parsons was designated for Cub Scouts 

beginning in 1930.

Camp Parsons Museum.



BSA Membership card, 1939.

WSHS Collection.



An Archery range was added in the early 1930s for Scouts at Camp Parsons. In 

1955, a rifle range was added, allowing Scouts to earn their marksmanship 

badges and awards. The Marksmanship merit badge was one of the original 

57 merit badges issued by the Boy Scouts of America in 1911. Marksmanship 

replaced the 1910 Marksman "Badge of Merit". The Marksmanship badge was 

discontinued in 1966 and replaced with the Rifle and Shotgun Shooting badge 

in 1988. Camp Parsons Museum.

https://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Original_merit_badges#Original_57_merit_badges_introduced_in_1911
https://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Marksman


Hand-carved wood Troop schedule for Camp Parsons.

Camp Parsons Museum.

Scout Daily Schedule at Camp Parsons, 1920.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Boat House with Coast Salish designs, Camp Parsons, 

2017.

Pier at Werner Beach, Camp Parsons, 2017.



Scout projects, Camp Parsons. 



Scout summer hikes often were held in the second week following 

Camp Parsons. This photo shows a groups of Scouts at a Scout 

cabin in the Olympic Mountains, ca. 1930.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Boy Scout Handbook, 1959.

WSHS Collection.

BSA Adult Registration Certificate for Mykelbust, Troop 319, 

Longview, May 31, 1933.

WSHS Collection.



BSA Scout statue by Alice 

Robertson Carr, 1925.

Camp Parsons Museum.



Evaluations

• To record your evaluation and attendance from a mobile device, go to 

https://seaptc.org and click "Class Evaluation.“

• The evaluation code for this session is 4981.

• Show the instructor the confirmation page on your mobile device to 

receive an event patch.

https://seaptc.org/

